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Container units form the most integral part of the entire shipping industry, trade, and transport. These
shipping containers are the structures that store various kinds of products that need to be shipped from
one part of the world to another. Moving containers protect contents on the long journeys they make and
ensure they make it back to you in one piece.

As such, depending on the type of products to be shipped or the special services needed from them,
container units may vary in dimension, structure, materials, construction etc. various types of shipping
containers are being used today to meet requirements of all kinds of cargo shipping. Some of the most
common types of shipping containers in use today are mentioned below.

1.  Dry storage container

         HOME NEWS VIDEOS MARINE TECH NAVIGATION SAFETY CAREER LIFE AT SEA NAVAL ARCH

MORE

Online University Degree - Atlantic Int'l University
Bachelor, Master, and PhD programs Arts, Science, Business, Humanities aiu.edu

SPONSORED SEARCHES

Container Sale

Container Office

Container Ship

20 Container

https://www.marineinsight.com/
https://www.marineinsight.com/linkout/186582
https://www.marineinsight.com/author/smita/
https://www.marineinsight.com/category/know-more/
http://www.unitedmayflower.com/portable-storage-mover/compare-pods-moving.html
https://www.marineinsight.com/
https://www.marineinsight.com/category/shipping-news/
https://www.marineinsight.com/category/videos/
https://www.marineinsight.com/category/tech/
https://www.marineinsight.com/category/marine-navigation/
https://www.marineinsight.com/category/marine-safety/
https://www.marineinsight.com/category/careers-2/
https://www.marineinsight.com/category/life-at-sea/
https://www.marineinsight.com/category/naval-architecture/
https://www.marineinsight.com/marine-ebooks/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CsJpdBaXdWv3RNdGY3gPVh5vYD87-iqhRrqvStcIEh-DjvKgIEAEgwJjsHmDtAqAB--Oh_wPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgTeAU_Qnt8zZ23CUojtvq1LGuF4tT3IrG17S_VtZ7c_8am-V6fwtDi8-vwWTh4tuyTF5FL8RaSAoNWXJGGWrtl8KQkE3_rgsi_lrxfWSan9m2b1i5EImUluJy-tLFiayoHXA9_rIXoYmTLMaW33_DmKXCTwJSIBSG6YrjLUVLKQBakF-lP50kDXi4IFa1_fz0DZvywnFazu-ZgW5lP_7xZn09auIKN61hMSziRQHaomnw2fEA3OB237JLhzt0Om9fgeHpDc83HXwgHSZ_FYjW9Lws7haaghdYtHDjD1yu817qAGUYAH7ZteqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gH98wbqAfPzBuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCWIHjZ9SNOMDgAoB2BMM&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoN_kpoSZfExkXKt6MoAbM4A&sig=AOD64_3HneodTV-Ir1BocvukJll28AwLHA&client=ca-pub-6876250563925952&adurl=http://www.aiu.edu/University/tf/AIUAWG-R/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CsJpdBaXdWv3RNdGY3gPVh5vYD87-iqhRrqvStcIEh-DjvKgIEAEgwJjsHmDtAqAB--Oh_wPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgTeAU_Qnt8zZ23CUojtvq1LGuF4tT3IrG17S_VtZ7c_8am-V6fwtDi8-vwWTh4tuyTF5FL8RaSAoNWXJGGWrtl8KQkE3_rgsi_lrxfWSan9m2b1i5EImUluJy-tLFiayoHXA9_rIXoYmTLMaW33_DmKXCTwJSIBSG6YrjLUVLKQBakF-lP50kDXi4IFa1_fz0DZvywnFazu-ZgW5lP_7xZn09auIKN61hMSziRQHaomnw2fEA3OB237JLhzt0Om9fgeHpDc83HXwgHSZ_FYjW9Lws7haaghdYtHDjD1yu817qAGUYAH7ZteqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gH98wbqAfPzBuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCWIHjZ9SNOMDgAoB2BMM&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoN_kpoSZfExkXKt6MoAbM4A&sig=AOD64_3HneodTV-Ir1BocvukJll28AwLHA&client=ca-pub-6876250563925952&adurl=http://www.aiu.edu/University/tf/AIUAWG-R/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CsJpdBaXdWv3RNdGY3gPVh5vYD87-iqhRrqvStcIEh-DjvKgIEAEgwJjsHmDtAqAB--Oh_wPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgTeAU_Qnt8zZ23CUojtvq1LGuF4tT3IrG17S_VtZ7c_8am-V6fwtDi8-vwWTh4tuyTF5FL8RaSAoNWXJGGWrtl8KQkE3_rgsi_lrxfWSan9m2b1i5EImUluJy-tLFiayoHXA9_rIXoYmTLMaW33_DmKXCTwJSIBSG6YrjLUVLKQBakF-lP50kDXi4IFa1_fz0DZvywnFazu-ZgW5lP_7xZn09auIKN61hMSziRQHaomnw2fEA3OB237JLhzt0Om9fgeHpDc83HXwgHSZ_FYjW9Lws7haaghdYtHDjD1yu817qAGUYAH7ZteqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gH98wbqAfPzBuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCWIHjZ9SNOMDgAoB2BMM&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoN_kpoSZfExkXKt6MoAbM4A&sig=AOD64_3HneodTV-Ir1BocvukJll28AwLHA&client=ca-pub-6876250563925952&adurl=http://www.aiu.edu/University/tf/AIUAWG-R/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CsJpdBaXdWv3RNdGY3gPVh5vYD87-iqhRrqvStcIEh-DjvKgIEAEgwJjsHmDtAqAB--Oh_wPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgTeAU_Qnt8zZ23CUojtvq1LGuF4tT3IrG17S_VtZ7c_8am-V6fwtDi8-vwWTh4tuyTF5FL8RaSAoNWXJGGWrtl8KQkE3_rgsi_lrxfWSan9m2b1i5EImUluJy-tLFiayoHXA9_rIXoYmTLMaW33_DmKXCTwJSIBSG6YrjLUVLKQBakF-lP50kDXi4IFa1_fz0DZvywnFazu-ZgW5lP_7xZn09auIKN61hMSziRQHaomnw2fEA3OB237JLhzt0Om9fgeHpDc83HXwgHSZ_FYjW9Lws7haaghdYtHDjD1yu817qAGUYAH7ZteqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gH98wbqAfPzBuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCWIHjZ9SNOMDgAoB2BMM&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoN_kpoSZfExkXKt6MoAbM4A&sig=AOD64_3HneodTV-Ir1BocvukJll28AwLHA&client=ca-pub-6876250563925952&adurl=http://www.aiu.edu/University/tf/AIUAWG-R/
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttps://marineinsight.com/know-more/16-types-of-container-units-and-designs-for-shipping-cargo/%26gl%3DIR%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-6876250563925952%26ai0%3DCMqBuBaXdWpqqN8nV3gOt3IzIAv2-u7YFnbqB9NMBACDAmOweYO0CyAEBqAMByAMCqgTVAU_QYfP3_HgzsY6rki68-HtjkfRtEV7mDPuA1iDFN-pUhG6H2mxBqdNMqyf8W-MYk_YhV-ScxH2NoImc9ECKOODe5mFrySababwxeGmWrLEoWVuvPAmdS7PCg9LQkVG02LLT-tNbjbbsnDtOAvf5TlpFBZ_EcBA5MXG0FSIyVnuoUxY6rxP1BYyHh5WK6tlR7KydVpZ4dtR-tm4RvAzySio_NDFEEGljcTt3bEJCwc2SMbZbqdoODTF5-A86DEnntYLdc0y_SrdGvS7Oox5ollyIfD38XKAGS6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB_fMG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIABEAEYAoAKAQ&usg=AFQjCNGsGeQkufcVs6kQU0iPOanBRvThJA
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-6876250563925952&output=html&h=228&w=336&bih=662&biw=1349&slotname=3730487334&adk=1681143727&url=https://marineinsight.com/know-more/16-types-of-container-units-and-designs-for-shipping-cargo/&ref=https://www.google.com/&frm=20&eid=21060549,21061122,20040069&u_his=1&u_nplug=4&u_nmime=5&brdim=0,0,0,0,1366,0,1366,728,1366,662&prev_fmts=336x228_0ads_al&format=fpkc_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&hl=en&rt=ChBa3aUGAACLAwp3lJmACLglEgEgGgjrS6yYF1VvIygBUhMI2sC1uojQ2gIVyap3Ch0tLgMpeAGCARIKDkNvbnRhaW5lciBTYWxlEgCCARQKEENvbnRhaW5lciBPZmZpY2USAIIBEgoOQ29udGFpbmVyIFNoaXASAIIBEAoMMjAgQ29udGFpbmVyEgCIAQA&ad_type=text
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-6876250563925952&output=html&h=228&w=336&bih=662&biw=1349&slotname=3730487334&adk=1681143727&url=https://marineinsight.com/know-more/16-types-of-container-units-and-designs-for-shipping-cargo/&ref=https://www.google.com/&frm=20&eid=21060549,21061122,20040069&u_his=1&u_nplug=4&u_nmime=5&brdim=0,0,0,0,1366,0,1366,728,1366,662&prev_fmts=336x228_0ads_al&format=fpkc_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&hl=en&rt=ChBa3aUGAACLAwp3lJmACLglEgEgGgjrS6yYF1VvIygBUhMI2sC1uojQ2gIVyap3Ch0tLgMpeAGCARIKDkNvbnRhaW5lciBTYWxlEgCCARQKEENvbnRhaW5lciBPZmZpY2USAIIBEgoOQ29udGFpbmVyIFNoaXASAIIBEAoMMjAgQ29udGFpbmVyEgCIAQE&ad_type=text
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-6876250563925952&output=html&h=228&w=336&bih=662&biw=1349&slotname=3730487334&adk=1681143727&url=https://marineinsight.com/know-more/16-types-of-container-units-and-designs-for-shipping-cargo/&ref=https://www.google.com/&frm=20&eid=21060549,21061122,20040069&u_his=1&u_nplug=4&u_nmime=5&brdim=0,0,0,0,1366,0,1366,728,1366,662&prev_fmts=336x228_0ads_al&format=fpkc_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&hl=en&rt=ChBa3aUGAACLAwp3lJmACLglEgEgGgjrS6yYF1VvIygBUhMI2sC1uojQ2gIVyap3Ch0tLgMpeAGCARIKDkNvbnRhaW5lciBTYWxlEgCCARQKEENvbnRhaW5lciBPZmZpY2USAIIBEgoOQ29udGFpbmVyIFNoaXASAIIBEAoMMjAgQ29udGFpbmVyEgCIAQI&ad_type=text
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-6876250563925952&output=html&h=228&w=336&bih=662&biw=1349&slotname=3730487334&adk=1681143727&url=https://marineinsight.com/know-more/16-types-of-container-units-and-designs-for-shipping-cargo/&ref=https://www.google.com/&frm=20&eid=21060549,21061122,20040069&u_his=1&u_nplug=4&u_nmime=5&brdim=0,0,0,0,1366,0,1366,728,1366,662&prev_fmts=336x228_0ads_al&format=fpkc_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&hl=en&rt=ChBa3aUGAACLAwp3lJmACLglEgEgGgjrS6yYF1VvIygBUhMI2sC1uojQ2gIVyap3Ch0tLgMpeAGCARIKDkNvbnRhaW5lciBTYWxlEgCCARQKEENvbnRhaW5lciBPZmZpY2USAIIBEgoOQ29udGFpbmVyIFNoaXASAIIBEAoMMjAgQ29udGFpbmVyEgCIAQM&ad_type=text
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttps://marineinsight.com/know-more/16-types-of-container-units-and-designs-for-shipping-cargo/%26gl%3DIR%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-6876250563925952%26ai0%3DCMqBuBaXdWpqqN8nV3gOt3IzIAv2-u7YFnbqB9NMBACDAmOweYO0CyAEBqAMByAMCqgTVAU_QYfP3_HgzsY6rki68-HtjkfRtEV7mDPuA1iDFN-pUhG6H2mxBqdNMqyf8W-MYk_YhV-ScxH2NoImc9ECKOODe5mFrySababwxeGmWrLEoWVuvPAmdS7PCg9LQkVG02LLT-tNbjbbsnDtOAvf5TlpFBZ_EcBA5MXG0FSIyVnuoUxY6rxP1BYyHh5WK6tlR7KydVpZ4dtR-tm4RvAzySio_NDFEEGljcTt3bEJCwc2SMbZbqdoODTF5-A86DEnntYLdc0y_SrdGvS7Oox5ollyIfD38XKAGS6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB_fMG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIABEAEYAoAKAQ&usg=AFQjCNGsGeQkufcVs6kQU0iPOanBRvThJA


4/23/2018 16 Types of Container Units and Designs for Shipping Cargo

https://www.marineinsight.com/know-more/16-types-of-container-units-and-designs-for-shipping-cargo/ 2/22

The most commonly used shipping containers; they come in various dimensions standardized by ISO.
They are used for shipping of dry materials and come in size of 20ft, 40 ft and 10ft.

2. Flat rack container
With collapsible sides, these are like simple storage shipping containers where the sides can be folded so
as to make a flat rack for shipping of wide variety of goods.

3. Open top container
With a convertible top that can be completely removed to make an open top so that materials of any
height can be shipped easily. 
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4. Tunnel container
Container storage units provided with doors on both ends of the container, they are extremely helpful in
quick loading and unloading of materials. 

5. Open side storage container
These storage units are provided with doors that can change into completely open sides providing a
much wider room for loading of materials.

6. Double doors container
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They are kind of storage units that are provided with double doors, making a wider room for loading and
unloading of materials. Construction materials include steel, iron etc in standardized sizes of 20ft and
40ft. 

7. Refrigerated ISO containers
These are temperature regulated shipping containers that always have a carefully controlled low
temperature. They are exclusively used for shipment of perishable substances like fruits and vegetables
over long distances.

Credits: Sarahjolda2/wikipedia.org

8. Insulated or thermal containers
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These are the shipping storage containers that come with a regulated temperature control allowing them
to maintain a higher temperature. 
The choice of material is so done to allow them long life without being damaged by constant exposure to
high temperature. They are most suitable for long distance transportation of products.

9. Tanks
Container storage units used mostly for transportation of liquid materials, they are used by a huge
proportion of entire shipping industry. They are mostly made of strong steel or other anti corrosive
materials providing them with long life and protection to the materials.
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10.  Cargo storage roll container
A foldable container, this is one of the specialized container units made for purpose of transporting sets
or stacks of materials. They are made of thick and strong wire mesh along with rollers that allows their
easy movement. Availability in a range of colored wire meshes make these shipping container units a
little more cheerful.

11. Half height containers
Another kind of shipping containers includes half height containers. Made mostly of steel, these
containers are half the height of full sized containers. Used especially for good like coal, stones etc which
need easy loading and unloading.

12.  Car carriers
Car carriers are container storage units made especially for shipment of cars over long distances. They
come with collapsible sides that help a car fit snugly inside the containers without the risk of being
damaged or moving from the spot.
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13. Intermediate bulk shift containers
These are specialized storage shipping containers made solely for the purpose of intermediate shipping
of goods. They are designed to handle large amounts of materials and made for purpose of shipping
materials to a destination where they can be further packed and sent off to final spot.

14. Drums
As the name suggests, circular shipping containers, made from a choice of materials like steel, light
weight metals, fiber, hard plastic etc. they are most suitable for bulk transport of liquid materials. They are
smaller in size but due to their shape, may need extra space.
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15.  Special purpose containers
Not the ordinary containers, these are the container units, custom made for specialized purposes. Mostly,
they are used for high profile services like shipment of weapons and arson. As such, their construction
and material composition depends on the special purpose they need to cater to. But in most cases,
security remains the top priority.

16.  Swap bodies
They are a special kind of containers used mostly in Europe. Not made according to the ISO standards,
they are not standardized shipping container units but extremely useful all the same. They are provided
with a strong bottom and a convertible top making them suitable for shipping of many types of products.


